Marabou & Bead
Steelhead Jig Kit

Hook: Ball Head Jig Hook Size 1

Beads: 2 - Pink

Thread: Black 6/0 (not supplied)

Body: 4 Marabou Feathers, 2 Pink, 2 Purple

Tools Required: Vise, Scissors, Bobbin, 8” of 20 Ib. monofilament
Other items: Head Cement, Super Glue

The Marabou Jig is very effective. Small and compact, but creates a lot of
motion and attraction. Flash can be a great optional addition to these jigs in off-
colored water conditions.



STEP #1

Place beads on hook and insert Hook in Vise

STEP #2

Thread looped monofilament line through both beads.

STEP #3

Prepare marabou by stripping lower fibers from the stems. Align
the tips and place stems through the monofilament loop.

STEP #4

Holding the beads, pull monofilament line towards head of jig.
Carefully pushing beads towards the rear of hook until stem folds
are exposed at the head.

STEP #5

Clip excess materials and start thread wraps at the head of the jig.

STEP #6

Pull tail material towards head until desired length of tail is
exposed beyond hook bend (generally ¥2”). Tie in marabou ends
and clip excess.

STEP #7

Make several thread wraps over the first 1/8" inch or so of the
marabou stems. This not only locks in the material, but it also
builds up the area where the beads will rest. Coat thread with
head cement or super glue.




Step #8

Slide beads forward and place a drop of super glue between head
and first bead, and between first and second bead.

Congratulations, you’ve completed a Marabou Jig!

Now, head for your nearest steelhead river and tie this jig to your leader. Use a float
that is equally rated for the size of jig. Use bobber stops to adjust depth so that jig
rides just above the bottom. Make sure the jig floats “dead” with no drag.

Dave Carpenter
Riverwood Flies
www.riverwoodfliesonline.com



